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February 15, 2021

RBl announces constitution of an Expert Committee on
Primary (Urban) Co-operative Banks

As part of the Statement on 2 [ al_and Julatorn es released
along with the Monetary Policy Statement on February 05, 2021, the Reserve Bank
has announced setting up of an Expert Committee on UCBs to examine the issues
and to provide a road map for strengthening the sector, leveraging on the recent
amendments to Banking Regulation Act, 1949 (As Applicable to Cooperative
Societies).

Accordingly, the Reserve Bank of India has constituted an Expert Committee with
the following composition:

1 8hri N. 5. Vishwanathan, Chairman
former Deputy Governor, Reserve Bank of India

2. Shri Harsh Kumar Bhanwala, Member
former Chairman, NABARD

3. Shri Mukund M Chitale, Member
Chartered Accountant

4. | Shri N. C. Muniyappa, Member
IAS (Retired)

5. | Shri R. N. Joshi, Member
1AS (Retired)

6. | Prof M. S. Sriram, Member
IIM Bangalore

s Shri Jyotindra M. Mehta, Member
President, NAFCUB

8. | Shri Neeraj Nigam, Chief General Manager-in-Charge, Convenor
Department of Regulation, Reserve Bank of India

The Terms of Reference (ToR) of the committee will be as under:

. Take stock of the regulatory measures taken by the Reserve Bank and other
authorities in respect of UCBs and assess their impact over last five years to
identify key constraints and enablers, if any, in fulfiiment of their socio-economic
objective.

i Review the current Regulatory/Supervisory approach and recommend suitable
measures/changes to strengthen the sector, taking into account recent
amendments to the Banking Regulation Act, 1949 (As Applicable to Cooperative
Societies).

il Suggest effective measures for faster rehabilitation / resolution of UCBs and
assess potential for consolidation in the sector.

iv. Consider the need for differential regulations and examine prospects to allow
more leeway in permissible activities for UCBs with a view to enhance their
rasilience.

V. Draw up a vision document for a vibrant and resilient urban co-operative banking

sector having regards to the Principies of Cooperation as well as depositors’
interest and systemic issues.

The Committee will submit its report . 'i-nin three months from the date of its first
meeting. Department of Regulation (DoR) will provide the necessary secretarial
assistance to the Committee.

(Yogesh Dayal)
Press Release: 2020-2021/1103 Chief General Manager
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Women Empowerment, Issues and Challenges in
Economic Development in India

- BHARATHL. S, Guest faculty, RICM

Abstract- Women’s Empowerment has been an issue
of immense discussions and contemplation over the last
few decades world-wide. Women Empowerment in India
is dependent on many different variables like education
status, social status, economic status, and political status
etc. In fact, the status, employment and work performed
by women in society are the indicator of a nation’s overall
progress. Without the participation of women in national
activities, the social, economic or political progress of a
country will be stagnated.

Key words: Empowerment, Educational status, Social
status, Economic status, Empowering Women

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT IN INDIA
Introduction :

Empowering the women means
environment in which women can take independent
their

development of society in general. Empowerment is the

creating an

decision for personal development and the
process by which the women achieve increase control and
participation in decision making which in-turn helps to
achieve equality in political, economic, social, and cultural
status in the society. Mahatma Gandhi has stated that the
position of women in the society is an index of its
civilization, “train a man and you train an individual, train a
women and you build a nation”. Swami Vivekananda one
of the greatest son of India, quoted that “there is no
chance for the welfare of the world, unless the condition
of women is improved; it is not possible for a bird to fly on
one wing”. At present, the government of India has come
up with various welfare programs to transform colossal
women force into an effective human resource for overall
development of economy.

Review of Literature:

The various studies conducted by social and political
scientist have discussed various micro and macro issues
and problems related to women empowerment.

Only 2 per cent of women have been married among

S -2 2 1 —

other caste. In a Hindu dominated society we see my
stringent rules against marriage with in gotra, fraternity
etc. and regulation about not allowing the women to
marry certain type of close relative. (Chandrakala Hate:
1969)

The march of literacy failed to keep pace with the
growth of population and the total number of illiterates
among males and females at the end of each census
decade exceeded the corresponding number at the
beginning of the decade, although percentage increase in
literacy was substantial. (Ashok mitra: 1979)

It is been revealed that apart from liberalization,
globalization and privatization, a social revolution and
liberalization of minds towards greater equality has taken
place in the society. (Akilesh Kumar: 2003)

The establishment of Shree Shakthi Group in Karnataka
has increased the socio-economic condition of rural and
semi urban poor women (A.T.Kitrur and M.V.Shidaganal:
2010)

Women empowerment in urban society is similar to
that of other structure, where many women are not
involved in it, especially in the decision-making bodies. It is
hard for them to participate in public spheres such as the
political, administrative, judiciary and trade union due to
cultural barriers, low educational status and other
problems. (Vipin Kumar Singhol: 2012)

The women empowerment has gotten to be a standout
amongst the most essential worries of 21st century at
national level as well as global level. Government activities
alone would not be adequate to accomplish this objective.
Society must step-up with regard to make an atmosphere
in which there is no sexual orientation segregation and
women have full chances of self-basic leadership and
taking aninterestin social, political and monetary existence
of the nation with a feeling of equity. (Shail Mishra: 2017)

Issues and Problems faced by Women in India

There are various issues and problems which women



generally face in the society in India. Some of the problems
are mentioned and described below:
1. Selective abortion and female infanticide

It is the most common practice for years in India in
which abortion of female fetus is performed in the womb
of mother after the fetal sex determination and sex
selective abortion by the medical professionals.
2. Sexual harassment

It is the form of sexual exploitation of a girl child at
home, streets, public places, transports, offices, etc by the
family members, neighbors, friends or relatives.
3. Dowry and Bride burning

It is another problem generally faced by women of low
or middle class family during or after the marriage. Parents
of boys demand a lot of money from the bride’s family to
be rich in one time. Groom’s family perform bride burning
in case of lack of fulfilled dowry demand. In 2005, around
6787 dowry death cases were registered in India according
to the Indian National Crime Bureau reports.
4. Disparity in education

The level of women education is less than men still in
the modern age. Female illiteracy id higher in the rural
areas. Where over 63% or more women remain unlettered.
5. Domestic violence

Itis like endemic and widespread disease affects almost
70% of Indian women according to the women and child
development official. It is performed by the husband,
relative or other family member.
6. Child Marriages

Early marriage of the girls by their parents in order to
be escaped from dowry. It is highly practiced in the rural
India.
7. Inadequate Nutrition

Inadequate nutrition in the childhood affects women in
their later life especially women belonging to the lower
middle class and poor families.
8. Low status in the family

It is the abuse or violence against women.
9. Women are considered as inferior to men

So they are not allowed to join military services.

10. Status of widows
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Widows are considered as worthless in the Indian
society. They are treated poorly and forced to wear white
clothes.
like child
marriage, sati pratha, pardapratha, restriction to widow

Earlier women were facing problems

remarriage, widows’ exploitation, devadasi system, etc.
However, almost all the old traditional problems have
been disappeared gradually from the society but given rise
to other new issues. Women are continuously facing many
problems even after having self-confidence, individuality,
self-respect, personality, capacity, talent, and efficiency
more than men. They are facing problems in their daily life
even after they are given equal rights and opportunities
like men by the Constitution of India.

Some of the major problems modern women are still
facing mentioned below:

1. Violence against women:

Women are getting affected by the various violence
almost every day which is disrupting the society. Women
are being victims of violence at huge level day by day
because of increasing crimes against women (according to
the report of Crime Record Bureau of the Central Home
Ministry). Woman is getting kidnapped at every 44
minutes, raped at every 47 minutes, 17 dowry deaths
every day, etc. They may face violence within the family
(dowry related harassment, death, marital rape, wife-
battering, sexual abuse, deprivation of healthy food,
female genital mutilation, etc) or outside the family
(kidnapping, rape, murder, etc).

2. Gender discrimination

Women are considered as weaker section of the society
than men and given less importance. Girls’ children are
becoming real victims of the discrimination. There are also
discrimination of power and work between men and
women because of the patriarchal system families in India.
Gender discrimination affects women in the areas like
nutrition, education, health, care, decline of female
population, job, public life, etc.
¢ Problems of female education

Women education percentage is low in India especially
in the rural areas because they are discouraged for higher
education like professional and technical education.

e Problems related to unemployment
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Women are getting more problems in searching their
suitable work. They become more prone to the exploitation
and harassment in the work areas.
¢ Boss Intentionally

They are given more work and hard tasks by their boss
intentionally. They have to prove their devotion,
seriousness and sincerity towards work time to time.

e Unbearable Conditions

Women who are uneducated more prone to divorce
and desertion by their husbands on any stage of life. They
have to live whole life with fear of divorce. In some cases
they have to finish their life because of unbearable
conditions. Dowry system is another huge women problem
in the society which is increasing day by day. Women are
ill-treated, man-handled, disrespected, tortured and suffer
other cruelties (violence, murder and suicide) because of
the lack of dowry at the time of marriage. It causes
degradation of women status to a great extent.

GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TOWARDS WOMEN

EMPOWERMENT IN INDIA

Press Information Bureau, the Government of India-
Ministry of Women and Child Development had reported
on 10th December 2015 about the measures that are
taken by the government towards women empowerment.
According to the National Sample Survey Report (2011-
12), the workforce participation rates of male are 54.4%
and female is 21.9%. As per the India Country Report, 2015
by Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation on
the Millennium Development Goals, the percentage share
of females in wage employment in the non-agricultural
sector during 2011-12 increased to 19.3% which is higher
than 18.6% reported during 2009-10 by National Sample
Survey Organization.

Some of the schemes that are introduced by
government of India towards women empowerment are
mentioned below:

e Swadhar and Short Stay Homes to provide relief and re-
habilitation to destitute women and women in distress.

e Working Women Hostels for ensuring safe accommo-
dation for working women away from their place of res-
idence.

e Support to Training and Employment Program for
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Women (STEP) to ensure sustainable employment and
income generation for marginalized and asset-less rural
and urban poor women across the country.

e Rashtriya Mahila Kosh (RMK) to provide micro-finance
services to bring about the socio-economic upliftment
of poor women.

¢ National Mission for Empowerment of Women (NMEW)
to strengthen the overall processes that promote all-
round Development of Women

e Rajiv Gandhi National Creche Scheme for Children of
Working Mothers (including single mother) to provide
day care facilities for running a créche of 25 children in
the age group 0-6 years from families having monthly
income of less than Rs 12,000.

e One Stop Centre to provide integrated support and as-
sistance to women affected by violence.

e Scheme for Universalisation of Women Helpline in-
tended to provide 24 hours immediate and emergency
response to women affected by violence.

e Sabla Scheme for holistic development of adolescent
girls in the age group of 11-18 years.

In order to strengthen the process of gender budgeting
the Ministry of Women and Child Development has been
undertaking various capacity building measures for the
officials of the State Governments by organising training
programs/workshops regularly. In order to improve
employability of women, a separate Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship has been created.
Equal Remuneration Act, 1973 provides for payment of
equal remuneration to men and women workers for the
same work of similar nature without any discrimination. In
order to ensure social security to the workers including
women in the unorganized sector, the Government has
enacted the Unorganized Workers™ Social Security Act
2008. The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961
employment of women in certain establishments for a

regulates

certain period (12 weeks) before and after childbirth and
provides for maternity and other benefits. Indira Gandhi
(IGMSY)
implemented as Conditional

Matritva Sahyog Yojana Scheme is being
Maternity Benefit for
pregnant and lactating women to improve health and
nutrition status to better enabling environment by

providing cash incentives to pregnant and nursing mothers



to partly compensate wage loss both prior to and after

delivery. The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace

(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 has been

enacted, which covers all women, irrespective of their age

or employment status and protect them against sexual
harassment at all workplaces both in public and private
sector, whetherorganized or unorganized. The Constitution
of India has also laid down certain Provisions for

Empowering Women in India such as:

e Equality before law for all persons -Article-14.

e Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion,
race, caste, sex or place of birth —

e Article 15(1).

e Special provisions may be made by the state in favors
of women and children Article 15(3). Equality of oppor-
tunity for all citizens relating to employment or ap-
pointment to any office under the state -Article 16.

e State policy to be directed to securing for men and
women equally the right to an adequate means of live-
lihood- Article 39(a).

e Equal pay for equal work for both men and women -Ar-
ticle 39(d).

e Provisions to be made by the state for securing just and
humane conditions of work and maternity relief -Arti-
cle 42.

e Promotion of harmony by every citizen of India and re-
nouncement of such practices which are derogatory to
the dignity of women -Article 51A (e).

e Reservation of not less than one-third of total seats for
women in direct election to local bodies, viz; Panchayats
and Municipalities- Articles 343(d) and 343 (T).

The Government of India has over 34 schemes for
women operated by different department and ministries
that actually promoting women empowerment.

e Rastria Mahila Kosh (RMK) 1992-1993

e Mabhila Samridhi Yojana (MSY) October, 1993.

¢ Indira Mahila Yojana (IMY) 1995.

e Women Entrepreneur Development programme given
top priority in 1997-98.

e Mabhila Samakhya being implemented in about 9000
villages.

e Swayasjdha.
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e Swa Shakti Group.

e Support to Training and Employment Programme for
Women (STEP).

e Swalamban.

e Créches/ Day care centre for the children of working
and ailing mother.

e Hostels for working women.

e Swadhar.

e National Mission for Empowerment of Women.

e Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) (1975),

e Rajiv Gandhi Scheme for Empowerment of Adoles-
cence Girls (RGSEAG) (2010).

e The Rajiv Gandhi National Créche Scheme for Children
of Working Mothers.

e Integrated Child Protection scheme (ICPS) (2009-2010).
Dhanalakahmi (2008).

e Short Stay Homes.

e Ujjawala (2007).

e Scheme for Gender Budgeting (XI Plan).

e Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP).

e Training of Rural Youth for Self Employment (TRYSEM).

e Prime Minister’s Rojgar Yojana (PMRY).

e Women’s Development Corporation Scheme (WDCS).

e Working Women’s Forum.

¢ Indira Mahila Kendra.

e Mahila Samiti Yojana.

e Khadi and Village Industries Commission.

e Indira Priyadarahini Yojana.

e SBI’s Sree Shaki Scheme.

e SIDBI’s Mahila Udyam Nidhi Mahila Vikas Nidhi.

e NGO'’s Credit Schemes

e National Banks for Agriculture and Rural Development’s
Schemes
The efforts of government are supported by NGO

organizations that are playing an equally important role in

facilitating women empowerment. Despite concerted

efforts of governments and NGOs there are certain gaps

that avoid women empowerment. India has come a long

way in empowering women yet the future journey is

difficult and demanding.
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ROLE OF WOMEN EMPOWERMENT IN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OF INDIA

In the 21st century with the increase in enrolment of
women in higher education, they have become more
intellectual which have led to create equal opportunities
with men in the field of socio, economic and political areas.
By educating women the nation becomes more stronger
and create awareness on the significance of the gender
their
participation in the field of social, economic and political

equality. While women are being educated,
areas have increased significantly. In today’s scenario
women are taking up multiple roles, they have become
more competitive to their counterparts. With an increase
in women labour force, the country is capable of getting
additional labour force which helps in producing additional
goods and services in the country.(women contributes to
country’s GDP). With increase in production of goods and
services in the economy, country can generate more
revenue which in-turn leads to economic development of
country.
FUTURE WORK CHALLENGES TO WOMEN
EMPOWERMENT IN INDIA

India has come a long way in empowering the women
status. According to Upanishad the primary duty of women
is to be in service of her husband and family. But in today’s
time we speak about 1/3rd seat reservation for women in
parliament. The different phases of women empowerment
is here: Ancient India- primary duty of women is husband
service. Medieval India- when women were not let out and
express her opinion, sati system was in practice Pre-
independence-sati system was stopped but women were
made to stay inside the house after her husband death.
1950%s- women were encourage to go to schools and

colleges 1960%"s- dowry system was prohibited
1990%“s-women were given responsible status in social
structure. 2001- India saw progress in women

empowerment. 2010 onwards- 1\3 rd seats were reserve
for women in parliament. Even with such a progress India
has to go a long way to witness complete empowerment of
women. India has to face certain challenges in future in the
process of achieving women empowerment. India being a
land of rich culture and tradition, it is difficult to change
the mind set of people on certain aspects of women in the
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field of education, work, social status, political status etc...
Though government have taken a strong initiative to
educate a girl child in the country, most of the community
in India are still believing that education is not a primary
aspect of girl instead the primary duty is to get marry and
be a good wife and a caring member in the family. She is
not meant for taking tough task of taking decision in the
family. This is why we see only 54.16% of literacy rate
among women

When it comes to women participation in labour force,
it is more challenging task, A New York Times op-ed,
published in 2015, tried explaining this absence of women
from India’s work force. “Much of the reason they don’t
work appears to lie in the persistence of India’s traditional
gender norms, which seeks to ensure “purity” of women
by protecting them from men other than their husband
and restrict mobility outside their homes.” The movie like
Dongle is the best example of how countries like India as to
face challenges in empowering women due to a narrowest
view of people in our community. We the people in India
decide whom the girl should marry? What should she
wear? How should she talk? Where should she work? How
much education does she need? Etc... all this is the future
challenges for women empowerment in India.
CONCLUSION :

“Women is an incarnation of shakti- the goddess of
power. If she is bestowed with education, India’s strength
will double. Let the campaign of “kanya Kelavni” be spread
in every home, let the lamp of educating daughter be lit up
in every heart” — Sri Narendra Modi. A woman is a mother
of race and liaison between generations. The women have
come a long way. The gender gap in infant mortality rate
has narrowed, enrolment of girls in schools has improved
and participation of women in the organized sector has
taken a quantum jump. But still in India we can see a
drawback of people outlook towards women due to our
strong tradition and beliefs that were in practice since
many generation. The policies of the government towards
women empowerment are very effective but their
implementations are  ineffective. The  women
empowerment is possible only if the mindset of the people

are changed towards the women issues.
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