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Sustainable Development Goals: Retrospective - Prospective

- Shri SharanaGouda G. Patil, Managing Director, KSSFCL, Bengaluru.
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Sustainability is our goal and it extends for
reaching targets fixed by the organization to achieve.
We are passionate about making a positive impact
on the environment, society and governance. Our
winning together for our people and our planet ap-
proach in deeply rooted in our purpose of helping
each other change the world. As a federation we
trust build with our members, stakeholders, society
and communities to aiming for sustainable and in-
clusive future.

Achieving together

Our focus on sustainability, diversity and inclu-
sion aligns with the values on which we built the
society and the values on which we will continue to
grow with proper training and education. With a
knowledgeable, passionate team a commitment to
innovation, and a focus on the environment, we
don’t just embrace challenges, We thrive on them
transforming obstacles into stepping stones towards
success.

As we embrace on the new horizons /vision, we
invite like minded individuals society to join us in
shaping a future where progress in defined not only
by profits but by collective positive change we bring
about

Cooperatives and the Proposed Sustainable De-
velopment Goals

Cooperatives are highly relevant and important
in the realization of proposed sustainable develop-
ment goals

The brief highlights of the actual contribution of
cooperatives to the twelve SDGS Proposed by the
high-level Panel of Eminent Persons in the post

-2015 Development Agenda in their report of 2013.
Through the specific goals targets and Indicators
will not be agreed upon until September 2015 as a
part of on going process, these twelve proposed
goals reflect in range by themes that will likely be
covered by the SDGs.

1) Poverty Reduction

There is a widely held consensus among many
actors including United Nations, the International
Labour Organization and the International Cooper-
ative Alliance, that in cooperative enterprises is the
type of organization that in most suited to address-
ing all dimensions of reducing poverty and exclu-
sion. The way cooperative help reduce poverty is
important that they identity economic opportuni-
ties for their members; empower the disadvantaged
to defend their into provide security to the poor by
allow them to convert individual risk; collective risk
and mediate member access to assets that utilize to
earn a living.

For instance, while savings and credit coopera-
tives facilitate their members access to financial cap-
ital, agricultural cooperatives help farmers access
the impats required to grow crops and keep live-
stocks and help them process, transport and market
their produce. Similarly consumer cooperatives
make it possible for their members and the society
at large to access good quality household supplies
live food clothing and other product, at affordable
prices such service help pull members out of pover-
ty.

In this directions Karnataka State Souharda Fed-
eral Cooperative Ltd has been making concerted
efforts to come across poverty reduction by setting
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up of various types / categories of Souharda Coop-
eratives in Karnataka State. During 2023-23 there
are almost 6012 Souharda Cooperative running
Coop Bank Credit Housing, SHGs, Coop Union
Others cooperatives include multipurpose, con-
sumer, education, employee, dairy , industrial, agri-
culture, labour etc.

There are 329 women’s cooperatives working in
all districts.

2) Gender Equality :

Cooperatives are contributing towards gender
equality by expanding women’s opportunities to
participate in local economics and societies in many
parts of the world.

In Souharda Federation there are about 61 Agri-
culture, 5 education souharda cooperatives, 35 em-
ployees souharda, 329 women’s souharda coopera-
tives, 3 dairy cooperatives, 9 consumer cooperatives
are working, where most of this women are mem-
bers of the society and contribute 53% of member-
ship and have gained a place in the governance
structure of their cooperatives, women have been
empowered to takeup leadership roles setup their
own management community and organize welfare
activities through cooperatives in some of the sou-
harda federation under SHGs. During the year of
2022-23, 154 such groups are working progressly

There are special women’s cooperatives work-
ing in Karnataka. They are women cooperatives
give raw materials to the members and they will get
it finalized for ex. Garlanda shalls, cooperative flags
etc. Women are more numerous and rising in sub-
sectors such as fruits, spices cereals and dairy,
where land ownership in less critical and capital re-
quirement lower In larger financial cooperatives
women’s tend to be in minority while in small sav-
ings and credit cooperative with micro fiancé,
scheme such as Bangladesh or Philippines women's

are most likely to be in majority.

Women’s cooperative in general trend to be
smaller in capital, membership and volume of busi-
ness and less well connected to cooperative move-

ments and support structures. Gender inequality in
literacy level, skills, land ownership and access to
credit and information can also limit women en-
gagement in cooperatives.

At the National level under Central Sector
Scheme NCUI is running 43 Cooperatives Educa-
tional Field Projects with the objective of catering
the needs of under developed states by providing
sanitize programmes for women’s exclusively un-
der 4 such projects.

2020 marks the 25th anniversary of the Beijing
Declaration and platform for Action which recog-
nized the multiple benefits of cooperatives. Now it
is time for the UN, International Development Or-
ganization and International cooperative Alliance
prioritize aid to key development sectors that
strengthen women'’s economics social and political
empowerment.

The Souharda movement has involved more
number of Women’s in the sector. There are 329
Women Cooperatives in having 12,000 Women di-
rectors along with around 1000 Women are individ-
ual members. They are having arranged marketing
of home made products, handcrafts, and other ac-
tivities.

3) Quality Education and Lifelong Learning :

Cooperatives support access to quality educa-
tion and lifelong learning opportunities by provid-
ing the means for financing education, supporting
teacher and schools ; establishing their own schools
to provide quality education to both youth and
adults and by serving as centers for lifelong learn-
ing.

KSSECL taken initiative under training and de-
velopment with 6031 member organization. Having
been aware of this challenges KSSFCL has been
made conscious and comprehensive efforts in Ca-
pacity building of their key executives and leaders
who in turn can make a significant impact on the
growth of their souharda cooperatives. It is also in-
strumental in planning organization and continu-
ous improvement of variety of need based training
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programs for various categories of leaders execu-

tives and staff, which includes customized training

and development programs like

A) Presidents , Vice Presidents & Board of Direc-
tors.

B) Chief Executives officers (CEOs) /Employees
like Skill development training, Personality de-
velopment training programs.

C) Charted Accountant who under take Audit & In-
spection of souharda cooperative societies.

D) Staff handling e-stamping centers etc.

KSSFCL also conduct short-term education

training programs like 7 days, 10 days, 5 days, 3

days training programs.

Special types of training program and long term course.

Diploma in Cooperation and Banking Manage-
ment (D.C.B.M). DCBM course also collaborated
with Karnataka State Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj University, Gadag. Along with this
our, initiatives align with many of SDG announced
by the United Nation.

4, Health :

Cooperatives ensure healthy lives by creating
the infrastructure for delivering healthcare services,
financing health care and providing home based
health care services to people living with HIV / AIDs
among others.

Health care cooperative include workers cooper-
ative that provide health services, patient or com-
munity cooperatives that are user owned and hy-
bird multi-stakeholders cooperatives. They can
provide anything from home care to full scale hos-
pitals. The International Cooperative Alliance esti-
mates that there are more than 100 million house-
holds worldwide that are served by health
cooperatives.

In Kerala Cooperatives Health care societies are
doing owman services. In Delhi Health Care coop-
eratives are working significantly. During covid-19
Health care medical cooperatives played an signifi-
cant role by providing sanitizer, medical kit, food
packets etc by takeing all precautionary & measures

BDBS0O

the over all world. Souharda Federation also activi-
ty involving such social activities to create health
awareness program, sensitization of members, eye
camp, health camp health check up program etc pe-
riodically for the benefits of its member.

Hence health care sector is playing an important
role of cooperatives Setting of more cooperative
health insurance which can protect of its members
in the future.

5. Food Securing and Good Nutrition :

Cooperative contribute of food security by help-
ing small farmers fisher folk, live stock keepers, for-
est holders and other producers to solve numerous
challenges that confront them is their endeavors to
produce food. Farming and agriculture is where the
cooperative business model is most widely utilized.
Cooperatives together have an estimated 32% of the
global market share in this sector.

Challenge faced by small agricultural producers
often include remoteness and lack of access to infor-
mation about food prices on natural and interna-
tional markets; access to high quality inputs and
variable costs of buying seeds and fertilizer; access
to loans to buy these inputs; and lack of transport
and other infrastructure in rural areas.

However Agricultural Cooperatives help farm-
ers over come these obstaclas, by offering their
members a variety of services such as group pur-
chasing and marketing, input shops for collective
access to credit and market, outlet, E-market access,
farmer produces groups, knowledge and sharing
information, more Importantly decision marking
processes.

There are 61 agricultural cooperative and 3 dairy
cooperatives, 10 industry cooperatives, 3 housing
cooperatives, 5 education cooperatives, 9 consumer
societies / cooperative to the people at gross root
level These cooperatives provide services, like con-
struction of godown outlets, fair price shops,
wareshouses etc which will help preserve indige-
nous food. Diversification of household food sup-

ply for example doing cooperative has improved
203e ...
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nutrition as well as incomes.
6. Access to Water and Sanitation

Cooperatives are increasingly becoming major
actors in facilitating access to clean water and sani-
tation services to make up for the failures of both
the public and private sectors.

Cooperatives have providing alternative ways
for urban communities to get clean water and safe
sewerage services. Water cooperatives also provide
remote locations that would otherwise have no ser-
vices. National Cooperative Development Corpo-
ration of India has providing financial assistance
for catering the need of water and sanction socie-
ties. Besides National Cooperative Housing Feder-
ation has mobilized the urban poor in more than
92.000, Housing Cooperatives with the above facil-
ities. Souharda Federation is also having three
number of cooperative housing societies to provide
needy facilities to the member.

7. Sustainable Energy:

Energy cooperatives are contributing to the
achievement of the sustainable energy goals of en-
ergy access, energy efficiency and reduced emis-
sions Cooperative are visible in facilitating access
to sustainable energy, where they are playing a sig-
nificant role in generating electricity and distribut-
ing to consumers. They are also leading the way to
the adoption of new and renewable energies like

solar and wind power in many parts of the word.

In may counties rural electrificates cooperatives
are playing an significant role But in India, there is
a need of such cooperatives more and more espe-
cially in rural area to cater the need of acquite short-
age of electricity. However now the Ministry of Co-
operation, GOI in its recent amendments allowed
PACS to act multiple activities including setting up
of Bio-gas Electricity Cooperative societies Souhar-
da Federation is also follows in line of guidelines
issued by central / state government time to time.
More than 100 million jobs existing in cooperatives
globally is cited by the ILO and ICA in recent year.

Other contributions to livelihoods and equitable
growth documented for cooperatives include in-
come security, jobs for rural communities, strength-
ening farmers position in the valve chain, employ-
ments in diverse sectors of the economy, spillover
efforts on employment provision of infrastructure
and other services and social inclusion. Evidence
from around the world shows that the contribu-
tions cooperatives have made in promoting decent
work and providing income security, especially
among those previous excluded. Research on the
dairy industry in India indicates that cooperatives
members enjoy higher and more secure incomes
than non-member within the industry particular by

at the primary level of production.
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