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Sustainable Development Goals: Retrospective - Prospective

- Shri SharanaGouda G. Patil, Managing Director, KSSFCL, Bengaluru.
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Employment generation through Souharda movement
It may be seeing from the chart of growth of
KSSFCL movement in Karnataka as the number of
societies increased in every year the number of
youths employed the souharda movement is also
growing simultaneously. Presently 6000 all socities
have provides 62,000 employment in Karnataka.
8. Employment Creation Livelihood and Equitable
Growth.

Cooperatives play a significant role in employ-
ment creation and income generation activities.

Cooperative Enterprises Impact on Employ-
ment

They employ people directly.

Indirectly they promote employment and self
employment through creating marketing opportu-
nities and improving marketing conditions; and

As spillover effect to non-members whose pro-
fessional activities are closely related to transac-
tions with cooperative (such as tradesmen or input
suppliers)

Employment in Cooperatives Selected Counties

Country Number of Jobs
United States 2 million
France 1 million

Italy 1.1 million
Brazil 274.000
Argentina 290.000

Kenya 250.000
Indonesia 300.00

India (Direct employment) 13.30%

(self employment) 10.90%

TELITRMLIR. 31 BoWIORY HTHIe NS, JFBTRNG.

Colombia

(Direct employment workers

7.00.000

Source : The Cooperator magazine.

cooperators)

Some reasons for the success:

e In the short term, cooperatives are member based
so rather than shedding labour they think of new ac-
tivities (productive, export restricting).

e Members are aware of an imminent crisis and can
prepare for it due to democratic structure and infor-
mation sharing in real time

e Since decision marking is rest with members it is
easy to decided any issues which arises.

e Safety and support funds guard against shocks and
common reserves that cannot be withdrawn guaran-
tee financial stability.

¢ Inthe long term, cooperatives build pension and ed-
ucation mechanisum for member and target com-
munity needs with a long term vision.

e Restructing and entering new activities are standard
practice for cooperatives. other contributions to
livelihoods and equitable growth documented for
cooperative include income security, job for rural
communities, strengthening farmers position in the
value chain, employment in diverse sectors of the
economy, spillover efforts on employment provision
of infrastructure and other services & social inclu-
sion. Evidence from around the world shows the
contribution cooperatives have role in promoting
decent work and providing income, security, espe-
cially among those previously excluded. Some of the
best example in India, is dairy Industry, agricultural
sectors, fertilizer sectors shows providing employ-
ment opportunity income generating and livelihood.
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9. Sustainable Natural Resource Management :

Cooperatives contribute to the sustainable man-
agement of natural resource in a various of ways;

A. Cooperatives can ensure that natural resourc-
es are not depleted where cooperative have provid-
ed a forum for local people to find solutions to en-
vironmental change by defining their properly and
user rights.

B. Managing natural resource

C. and diversifying their economic activity to
embrace green economic venture Sustainable agri-
cultural cooperatives diversity their activities to in-
clude water management, tourism, production of
quality regional foods and organic farming. As like
in other countries of the world, in India, coopera-
tives can adopt “social cooperatives” (as in princi-
ples) which provide maintenance of public Green
Spaces, Urban waste collection, urban sanitation
installation of solar panels and waste prevention &
recuse. At national level NCDC can take lead role
in this Direction.

10. Good Governance :

Cooperatives have an important role to play in
the process of good governance. Firstly, one of the
principles of cooperation is democratic member
control. The equal voting rights of cooperative en-
terprises, on the basis of our member, one vote im-
pact the necessary and legitimate representative-
ness to make them key actors in the social dialogue
process especially in rural and informal economy
settings Good governance characteristics such as
transparency, responsibility, accountability partici-
pation(TRAP), responsiveness to the people’s
needs, and respect for the rule of law, are also fea-
tures of the cooperative identity. Cooperatives can
empower people by enabling even the poorest seg-
ments of the population to participate in economic
progress, Further cooperatives can bring together a
range of community Institution to faster opportu-
nities for decent work and social inclusion.

Secondly, cooperatives and cooperative mem-
bers in their dual role as state holders and owners
or controller can provide an important voice in the
global debates on governance and transparency.

Strong and legitimate governance Institution in-
cluding social enterprise like cooperatives and
needed to ensure that the benefits of development
are equally shared and sustainable overtime.

At the national level GOI set up an separate
MOC to bring good governance by trans -forming
the changes in governance and setup an example
how cooperatives can make vibrate India. Similari-
ty cooperatives are acting as bridge between center
& state bring uniformity in the governance.

11. Promotion of Stable and Peaceful Societies:

Cooperative have often emerged as sources of
positive social capital, fostering a strong sense of
community participations, empowerment and in-
clusive among member and restoring interpersonal
relationship and peace. They can have trans- form-
ative potential in revitalizing struggling sectors,
recovery of crises for local economics, increasing
returns. producers and service providers across,
value chains, formalizing informal employment
and generating employment for woman & youth in
rural and urban areas across times.

There are also new forms of cooperatives that
are being formed, are responding to different cri-
ses, for instance social care cooperative that are be-
ing formed in responding to the care needs of age-
ing population, or care cooperative formed to take
care of orphans’ after earthquake, care needs dur-
ing Covid-19 epidemic etc.

The Participation of women’s cooperatives have
been especially active during the peace and devel-
opment. Souharda Federation is also making con-
certed efforts in promotion of stable & peaceful so-
cieties in this direction.

Cooperatives and Global Enabling Environment and
Long Term Finance:

Cooperatives are contributing to the creation of
a global enabling environment to chaperone sus-
tainable development by bridging the trading di-
vide between the developed and developing coun-
ties” of the world, by stabilizing financial system
during crises; and by providing the base for finan-
cial deepening around the world. Creating link be-
tween the countries to support social economic and

| pwrp———
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cultural is essential factor. These is a wide and
growing range of fair trade products exported by
cooperative including coffee, tea, handicrafts, co-
coa, sugar, bananas, honey, wine and flowers etc.

Financial cooperatives are some of the best
means for financial deepening and provide the fi-
nancial base for other kinds of development activi-
ties many parts of the world. In many cases they are
the only formal financial organization available,
particularly in remote rural areas, where members
can save and borrow money to develop their own
business.

In India cooperatives also provide micro insur-
ance in different forms. These roles initiates con-
tributes to financial stability. Creation of National
Cooperative Fund may be the future goal for finan-
cial stability.

Conclusion :

Cooperatives have long been champions of eco-
nomic inclusivity offering opportunities for self
employment fair wages and shared prosperity to
individuals from diverse backgrounds. They em-
power marginalized communities, Support local
economics and contribute to provery reduction. By
prioritizing cooperation over competition, cooper-
atives demonstrate that economic success can go
hand in hand with social and environmental re-
sponsibility.

Cooperative education and training plays a vital
role in promoting social entrepreneurship, critical
thinking and cooperative mindset from early age is
the time factor. It equips involves with the knowl-
edge, skills and values necessary to actively engage
in cooperative enterprises and contribute to the de-
velopment of more inclusive and sustainable socie-
ties. By promoting sustainable practices renewable
energy initiatives and responsible consumption,
cooperative contributes to mitigate environmental
degradation and building more sustainable in fu-
ture continiously. Cooperative governance sets co-
operatives apart form traditional hierar chical
structure. Through democratic decision-making
processes, cooperatives prioritize, inclusivity trans-
parency and member participation. By upholding
principles of equitable representation, transparen-

BDBS0O

cy and accountability cooperatives foster a sense of
ownership, community and shared responsibility

By leveraging digital tools and platform such as
block chain technology, digital cooperatives and
online platforms cooperatives can enhance thier ef-
ficiency expand their vision foster innovation and
create new opportunity for collaboration and value
creation.

As a federal cooperatives, it is planning to estab-
lish state level souharda apex bank to bring mem-
ber cooperative to re fiancé opportunity and help
them to re invest their surplus funds for betterment.
Further setting up of joint venture business forma-
tion of cooperative unions encouraging to super
markets for financial products etc. are the new fu-
ture vision to sustain its objectives.

Centre of Excellence by KSSFCL A New Project :

KSSFCL is keenly interested to start Centre of
Excellence for the healthy growth of souharda
movement in Karnataka. KSSFCL is getting ready
to submit a proposal for Ministry of Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship of India.

Skills and knowledge are the driving forces of
economic growth and social development for any
country. Countries with higher levels and better
standards of skills adjust more effectively to the
challenges and opportunities in domestic and inter-
national job markets. Center of Excellence (CoE) is a
body that provides leadership, best practices, re-
search, support, training of trainers and skill train-
ing for a specific sector/s. The literal meaning of a
Center of Excellence is - “A place where the highest
standards are maintained.”

KSSFCL will have a Centre of Excellence for sou-
harda cooperatives in Karnataka.

The cooperative movement is a powerful and
transformative force for posting changes by fester-
ing inclusivity, sustainability and democratic gov-
ernance, cooperatives provides a pathway towards a
more equitable and resilient world. It is crucial that
we recognize and support the growth and impact of
the cooperative movement as it holds the potential
to address the pressing challenges we face and cre-
ate a more just and sustainable future for all.
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